
Adult Sunday school            May 24, 2020 

Community of Prayer                Acts 1:6-14, John 17:1-11 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 Opening Prayer: 

In his final hours, Jesus prayed for those who would follow him 

saying, “All mine are yours, and yours are mine; I have been glorified 

in them.”  May the heart of Jesus beat on in us, the beloved 

community of witnesses.  Amen.   

   

 Focus Points: 

1. Jesus prayed that his disciples and the disciples to come would be 

one in God, through Christ.  

2. Since this prayer, the community of Christ is a community of 

prayer.  

3. Such prayer offers the world equality and love.  

 

 Acts 1:6-14 

1. As Jesus begins his ascension to be with God, he promises the 

church that the Spirit will continue to shape each of them to be the 

body of Christ.  

 

2. Today, we remain commissioned as a community of faith to do the 

work of Christ, “to the ends of the earth!”   

  

 John 14:15-21 

1. It is important to note here that the Gospel of John is structured 

quite differently from the other Gospels.  While the others offer 

a history through structure, John’s Gospel is a beautiful work of 

poetry and discourse from beginning to end.   

 

2. Matthew, Mark and Luke provide little detail about Jesus’ 

prayers to God hours before his arrest in the garden.  John, here 

in the 17th chapter, gives us hope before the crucifixion. 

 

3. While the other Gospel writers have Jesus praying for God to 

end his suffering, John focuses on unity and glorifying the 

church and the work that remains for us after Jesus is gone.  



4. For John, Jesus’ time in the Garden was about him asking God, 

“How does the church move forward?”  

 

Being the church is not easy, even during the best of times.  As followers, we are 

called to be true to who we are in each of our traditions, yet to be open to the 

indwelling and transformative presence of Christ. 

 

 

Questions to Consider:  

 If Jesus were to pray for our community of faith, what might be included?  

 

 How do you see the connection of prayer to hope?  To witness?  To power?  

 

 In what ways are we, at Trinity, at community of prayer?  

 

 How can you, individually or we, as a church, welcome the Holy Spirit into 

the community?  

 

Activity: Public Prayer 

 

Write a prayer that includes petitions for you, for your church, and for your 

community that seeks God’s presence during this time of COVID-19 and the 

illness and death that comes from this Pandemic.  If you wish, please share your 

prayer with the group by sending it to everyone on this email list.   

_________________________________________________________________ 

Next Week: 

 Fire of Pentecost  

 

 

Scripture Texts:  Acts 2:1-21 

  I Corinthians 12:3-13 

  John 7:37-39 

  1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

 
 

Today’s lesson was adapted from.  Seasons of the Spirit.  Adult Series.  Revised Common 

Lectionary.  Year A. 2020.  Woodlake Publishing Inc.  British Columbia.   


