
Trinity Devotion 2  

Week of July 19th, 2020  
 

Today I received a nice surprise from the United Church of Christ, a small book of 

devotions, prayers, and resources for pastors.  Along with this, a letter from our 

church leaders thanking pastors for our work and letting us know that we are not 

alone during the pandemic.  The first page I turned to was a blessing for bats!  I 

know, bats, a blessing?  Commentator Matt Laney shared:  

Only scientists could love rodents with 
Pterodactyl wings and fangs, that cling to 

Creepy places; docs who poke and prod, swab 
And smear, tickle and tag when all bats want 

Is to flap about under the stars, 
Feast on mosquitos, make babies, hand with their friends, 

Echolocating, winging it and loving it. 
Blessed are you, Chiroptera! 

Be as batty as our Creator made you to be! 
The trust is we envy you… not just the flying, 

But your resilience to pathogens, including the pathogen of humanity. 
 

I am reminded of what we hear in the Gospel of Matthew about worry and strife.  How 
the birds of the air and later the lilies of the field do not fret about life.   
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Do Not Worry   (Matthew 6:25-29) 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry[a] about your life, what you will eat or drink, or 
about your body, what you will wear. Isn’t there more to life than food and more to 

the body than clothing? 26 Look at the birds in the sky:[b] They do not sow, or reap, or 
gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds[c] them. Aren’t you more 

valuable[d] than they are? 27 And which of you by worrying can add even one hour to 
his life?[e] 28 Why do you worry about clothing? Think about how the flowers[f] of the 

field grow; they do not work[g] or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his 
glory was clothed like one of these! 

 

This devotion is quite timely as we continue to have a bat problem in our church attic 

above the sanctuary.  Kara and I watch them emerge from the church in the early 

evening, taking flight.  They appear to be playing in the sky.  There is much in our 

world to concern us these days.  Illness, isolation, politics (both local and national), 

racial unrest and social discontent.  Yet, we are told by the gospel writer to not 

worry, but trust in God to provide and protect.  Easier said than done, I’m a worrier.  

But the point is God is not looking for worriers but warriors of faith.   

 

Perhaps our Beaty eyed mysterious winged friends are on to something, dance party 

at dusk!  Maybe all we need to do is trust in God and dance out our worry doubt and 

strife!   

 

For Consideration 

1. What is that keeps you up at night, pondering a solution?  

2. What would it take for you to ease up on control and allow God to provide and 

protect?  

3. When you see a bat(s) is your first instinct to offer a blessing or a broom 

bruising?  

 

Prayer:  God of the evening sky and the morning sun, keep us connected, cared for  

       and loved.  Amen.   

 
____________________ 
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