
Trinity Devotion 12 

Week of October 11, 2020     Fred Young  
 

There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole,  
There is a balm in Gilead, to heal the sin sick soul.  

If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul,  
You can tell the love of Jesus, who died to save us all. 

“There is A Balm in Gilead” New Century Hymnal 

I have never been one to accept that everything happens for a reason.  I gasp when 

I hear someone telling another, “Oh, God doesn’t give you more than you can 

handle!”  It can be easy to establish a personal theology by picking and choosing 

scripture to enhance one’s personal viewpoint.  However, throughout our Exodus 

journey we have been hearing about Moses’ life, leadership and ministry.  Most of 

which is spent wandering with very tired, very cranky people.  Folks rejoice in a God 

who rescues, and just as easily forget about that same God when their needs seem 

to go unnoticed.   

 

On their journey out of 

oppression, the Israelites faced 

trial after trial, obstacles that 

obscured their vision for the 

future, and temptations that 

took them away from their 

restorative God.  When you 

read about these experiences, 
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you hear things like this from chapter 15:  

There the Lord made for them a statute and an ordinance and there he put them to 
the test.  He said, “If you will listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God, and 
do what is right in his sight, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his 

statutes, I will not bring upon you any of the diseases that I brought upon the 
Egyptians. 

Reading ancient words favoring one people over another does not describe the God 

I know and love.  This is a hard concept to grasp, that the writer of Exodus felt this 

way.  To me God does not place anyone in danger.  God is the God of everyone.  

The scripture that follows makes me rejoice.  Exodus 15:26b claims: “For I am the 

God who heals you!”  These are words I can claim and hold close.  These words, 

for me, are at the heart of all of God’s commandments.  When we live our lives 

believing that God is the healing balm who touches us equally, the work of the 

Greatest Commandment begins.   

For Consideration  

 What area of your life needs a healing touch?  

 In our current world of illness and separation how do the words, “For I am the 

God who heals you” make you feel?  

 How might you offer a healing balm to others?  

 

 

Prayer: God of love and glory, teach us how to love each other, show us how to 

be neighbors, instill in us the desire to do both daily.  Amen.    


