
Trinity Devotion 14 

Week of October 25, 2020      Fred Young 
 

“It seems easier to be God 

than to love God, 

easier to control people 

than to love people, 

easier to own life 

than to love life.” 

Henri Nouwen 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

We keep hearing from others, as well as saying to ourselves, that having power—

provided it is used in the service of God and your fellow human beings—is a good 

thing.  With this rationalization, crusades took place; inquisitions were organized; 

Indians were enslaved; positions of great influence were desired; episcopal palaces, 

splendid cathedrals, and opulent seminaries were built; and much moral 

manipulation of conscience was engaged in.  Every time we see a major crisis in the 

history of the Church such as the Great Schism of the eleventh century, the 

Reformation of the sixteenth century, or the immense secularization of the twentieth 

century, we always see that a major cause of rupture is the power exercised by 

those who claim to be followers of the poor and powerless Jesus. 

          -- Henri Nouwen   In The Name of Jesus.   
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homemaker or the downtown barber to hear and believe.  Salvation has 

come to us, not for what we own, what we do, or who we are, but 

through the life, love, ministry and death of Jesus Christ.  As we 

acknowledge the Protestant Reformation this week, remember 

that Father Martin Luther had similar views on salvation.  The 

Church promoted payment for forgiveness of sins, Luther 

preached about a grace freely given.   

 

What is it that you need to let go in order to believe in such 

grace?   

 
 

For Consideration  

 How do you see yourself as a change maker? 

 Have you ever experienced times of being oppressed? 

 What does grace look like in your life?  

 

Prayer: God, help us be the change that we wish to see in the world.  Amen.   

Luckily for us, God is less like 

an oppressive monarch and 

more like a loving parent.  God 

is not interested in holding 

righteousness over us but is 

longing to connect with us in 

love.  This is great news for the 

tax collector, or the teacher or 

pastor.  The person who is 

same gender loving, the 

homemaker, 


