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When Glory 
A Blessing for Transfiguration Sunday 

 
That when glory comes, 
we will open our eyes 

to see it. 
 

That when glory shows up, 
we will let ourselves 

be overcome 
not by fear 

but by the love 
it bears. 

 
That when glory shines, 

we will bring it 
back with us 
all the way, 
all the way, 

all the way down. 
 

—Jan Richardson 
Painted Prayer Book 

 

Our poet also reflects:  

The story of the Transfiguration is not simply about learning to leave the 

mountaintop, or about releasing what we have grown attached to.  It’s not just about 

resisting our desire to turn moments of transcendence into monuments.  The story of 

the Transfiguration is about opening our eyes to glory, allowing that glory to alter us, 

and becoming willing to walk where it leads us.  The story urges us to trust that what 

we have seen, what we have known, will go with us.  It assures us that the gifts 
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received on the mountaintop will continue to illuminate us not only on level ground 

but even when we walk in the valley of the shadow. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 

apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling 

white, such as no one on earth could bleach them.  Mark 9:2-3 

 

I cannot imagine what these first disciples felt as they watched the man they 

had followed for three years be physically transformed in front of their eyes!  They 

had witnessed many healings, miracles and feedings, but had they truly understood 

the identity of their teacher and friend?  Jesus was not the only one transformed on 

that mountaintop, their lives and ministry would never be the same.    

 

I often think about what a privilege it must have been for these three, but have 

also questioned, “Why did Christ only take Peter, James and John?”  Perhaps that is 

the point, in our own lives there are many moments when we too are privileged to 

see the glowing face of Christ.  The question remains whether we have been attuned 

enough to see our Teach and Friend?   

 

 

Things to Consider: 

1. When have you wanted to stay on the mountaintop?  What is it that called you 

to come back down? 

2. In what ways have experiences of sacred encounters created space for 

transformation in your life?   

 

PRAYER:  Shining God, you change us in ways we cannot imagine.  As we descend 

the mountain today, guide us in our next steps in proclaiming your love.  Amen.   


