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December Trinity Tower Volume 47   
Number 12 

Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Frederick A. Young, Pastor 
 

Deb Guiher, Admin. Assistant 
Karen Lentz, Account/Payroll Mgr.           
 

Sara Shank, Organist-Choir Director 
 

Deb & Bruce Guiher, Housekeeping 
Bruce Guiher, Bldg & Grounds Keeper 
 

Jane Malone, Consistory Chair 
Cynthia Blevins,  Consistory Vice Chair 

December 7 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

December 14 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:5-10  

OR 
Luke 1:46b-55 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

December 21 
 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Christmas Eve 
 

Isaiah 51:7-10 
Psalm 98 

Hebrews 1:1-4,  
(5-12) 

John 1:1-14 

Awakening to joyful service guided by our still speaking God! 

 

Sundays at Trinity      
 

8:00am Worship 
 

9:00am Sunday School 
 

10:00am Fellowship  
(Gathering Area)   

 

Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

10:30am Worship 

December 28 
 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 

Advent Season at Trinity 
This Advent we will focus on the animals of the crèche and use 
the familiar Carol, The Friendly Beasts as we light our Advent 
Candles.  Join us as we celebrate this time of great waiting. 
 

      Week1:   Donkey – Candle of Transportation 
 

      Week 2:  Cow – Candle of Protection 
 

      Week 3:  Sheep – Candle of Warmth 
 

      Week 4:  Dove – Candle of Comfort 
 

 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down      
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. On that day the 
root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.    
                                                          Isaiah 11:7, 10 

 
 
November 30th    1st  Sunday of Advent 
 

December 7th      2nd Sunday of Advent/Communion  
 

December 14th    3rd  Sunday of Advent 
       One-Service 10:30AM Congregational Meeting  
 

December 21st     4th Sunday of Advent 
 

December 24th   Christmas Eve/Communion 
       Two Worship Times   3pm and 8pm 
 

December 28th   One-Service 10:30AM 
 

From the Pastor 
 
The Advent and Christmas Seasons are upon us and my hope for all of us is 

that we find time each day to take a break, breathe and spend some time with God!   
Stores have been decorated for a few months now, as the material world prepares to 
meet the miraculous.  Trinity will be offering many opportunities for us to come  
together in our own anticipation for the coming Messiah.   

We will have Dinner Church on Wednesday, December 3rd, 
at 5:30PM in Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a dish or dessert to 
share. The Advent/Christmas Devotional, Soon, & Very Soon, 
brought to us by the UCC Still Speaking writer’s group, is now 
available in the Gathering Area.  Pick up a copy before they are 
gone.  Christmas Eve will be a busy day as we celebrate with 
communion and candlelight at 3PM and 8PM. Within our        
community, the Gettysburg Ministerium will host a Carol Walk, 
December 7th  (time to be determined later) in front of the Library 
and Caroling to the location of the Nativity on York Street.   

 

Blessings! Pastor Fred  

 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Sunday, December 14th  

Annual Congregation Meeting  
following the 10:30am worship service.  

 

Your attendance and participation are important. 
 This is a one-service Sunday. There is no 8am service.  

Letter of Invitation, Agenda, Visioning Process-Strategic Plan of 
Implementation and 2026 Proposed Budget will be emailed to 
everyone on the church email list, and will be available in the  

Gathering Area.  Please pick up the packet of information  
for your review prior to the meeting. Committee Reports  
will be included in the Meeting packet on 12/14/25. 

DRIVERS NEEDED 
 
If you are already on the 
Care Team or would like to 
volunteer for providing 

transportation for members in need.  
Please contact Deb in the office  
717-334-7266  
 

We are composing a new list of drivers to 
be  handed out upon request.  

Financial Report: 11/23                                                                                  
Envelope Offering Needed: $172,349.00    
   Envelope Offering Received: $158,282.77                             
Property Fund Needed:  $18,095.00             
   Property Fund Received: $8,415.50      

Attendance: 11/23:   8:00am  19      10:30am  38     
         On-Line   96      TOTAL  153        



2 

 

 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Sunday, December 21st following the 10:30am Worship 

Menu 
Roasted Pork Loin 

Mashed Potatoes/Pork Gravy 
Broccoli with Cheese Sauce 

Dessert 
Please sign-up so we can prepare. 

Sign-up sheets are in the Gathering Area 
Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee 

Annual Christmas Gift to the Church:  
Your Christmas Gift to the church is a statement of your faith in the work of the church and is greatly appreciated. 
Envelopes are included your December mailing packet.  GREEN envelopes are in the Pews & Gathering Area. 
 

“Christmas Fund” has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for 
over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas 
“Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. United Church of Christ congregations and 
members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. This year, your care and compassion 
will be especially appreciated by those servants of the church who are  facing a time of need. Thank you! This year’s 
theme is simply “ . . . . When they saw the Star, they were filled with Joy . . . .” Matthew 2:10  PURPLE envelopes 
are in the Pews & Gathering Area for you to respond to this need.  These gifts will be forwarded to the UCC office.  
Please make your checks payable to Trinity United Church of Christ and in the memo line, write UCC Christmas 
Fund.  Thank you! 

The Property Committee  
received a $7,500 check as a 
result of the grant submitted 
to Penn Central Conference.  
This grant can used to   
provide the down payment 
for the repairs needed to the 
stained glass windows in the  
sanctuary and bell tower.  
The  committee is also  

working on a grant request to the Keystone    
Historic Preservation Grant Program that 
will be submitted in March 2026  

TRINITY HISTORY: On December 1, 
we celebrate a unique  moment in Trinity 
history.  On that day in 1915,  the Rev. T.J.       
Barkley became Pastor Emeritus to the 
congregation.  This  honor was given to 
him by the Consistory.  No other Trinity 
pastor has received this title. 

From the History Task Force--Coming 
soon!  We are  working on displays to  
honor Trinity pastors who served for  30 
years or more --Pastors Barkley, Fox and 
Fauth. If you have any memorabilia from 
these pastors we would love to see it.        
It might be included in the changing      
displays!  

Confirmation Schedule 2026  
An Intergenerational Journey. Everyone is welcome! 

 

Gathering following 10:30am worship services 
 

December 6            January 11  
February 8         March 8 

April 12         May 3 
 

May 24 – Pentecost Sunday 10:30am Worship                                                                      

(for those wishing to be Confirmed)  

Remember, there are lights in your 
History Cabinet! Just click the    
center button on the remote that is 
sitting on the cabinet, center beam.  
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HAPPY   BIRTHDAY! 
 

 

Buck Harvey 
December 21st 

 

Bonnie Leedy 
December 30th 

 

Jack Ziegler 
December 29th  

 

Our continued Prayers support 
 

Brayden Beamer, Don Blevins, Ashur Bowley, Tom Busche, Shirley 
Carlson, Kathy Ciolino, Sonny Coble, Deb Crawford, Bill & Dee 
Duffy, Lois Grim, Linda & Harold Heller (Sara Shank’s parents), Har-

ry Hilbert, John Harrison Hoffman, Evelyn Kretz, MacKenzie Kretz, Josh Lang-
ley, Christopher Little, Bob Miller, Kathy Murphy, Lenore O’Rourke, Brian Par-
ker, Jerry & Pam Poland, Jo Ruse, Fischer Samuelson, Genevieve Shaffer, Ethan 
Shank, Betsy Dane Smith & Dusty Smith,  Brea Thomas, Mary Timmins, Jessica 
Tonnis, Elizabeth & Sandy Topper, Mckenna Voss and Teeyara Jo Weiant  
 

Please call the office to be removed from the list. 
 

Do you get your fuel (propane, heating oil) from Aero Energy? You can help Trinity.   
For more information visit: www.AeroEnergy. com/HOW or call 1-888-480-1271.   

Members of Trinity can enroll in Our House of Worship  
program and Aero will donate $0.04 to Trinity for every gallon you use.  

 

HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY! 

 

The Lyons’ 
Marjorie & Francis 

December 8th  
 

The Wehler’s 
Connie & Scott 
December 22nd  

The Social Concerns Committee would like to thank everyone  
who donated groceries and cash during the last two weeks for  
Thanksgiving dinner bags for SCCAP families.  We received 
enough groceries to fill 18 bags and have received $494.75 in checks 
and cash!!  All of the groceries were delivered and the cash and 
checks will be combined in one check and hand delivered to SCCAP.   

A BLESSING ROOM 
 

   With the loss of our Blessing Box, we have not been able to help the needy and homeless of our community with 
personal care products.  The ability to brush teeth, shampoo hair, and wash is essential to feeling good about yourself, 
and to stay well.  The Social Concerns Committee would like to offer help again, by using our Gathering Area, once a 
month, as a “Blessing Room.”  We can again provide personal care products to the community.  The “room” would 
be open for a few hours on regularly scheduled days, stocked with as much as we can offer of the following: 
 Oral care products (toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, mouthwash) 
 Deodorants             Body wipes and Soaps              Feminine care products 
 Skin Lotions for hands and body                            Razors and shaving cream 
 Hair care products (Shampoo, brushes, combs)      Socks, mittens and underwear 

Bandages and bacterial ointments for small cuts    Vaseline and Lip Gloss 
   The committee will select a day and times when the “Blessing Room” will open at our next meeting.  But we need  

to begin gathering the products now.  Thank you for helping our neighbors who are having trouble making their 

available money stretch beyond food.                                                                                                                                           

   If you use it at home, chances are someone else does too.  Please help us share our blessings. 

                                                                               The Social Concerns Committee 

Ruth’s Harvest - Wed. December 3rd @ 4:00pm.  Lincoln Elementary  
We need to check into the main office before we proceed upstairs 

  

Please bring your food donations to the church & drop in the box (Gathering Area) by December 2nd.  
  

Nuts/Trail Mix                    Shelf Stable Milk/Liquid Low Fat Milk                    Tuna/Cracker Packs 
Raisins or Dried Fruit                     Protein Breakfast or Granola Bars                             Canned Chicken  
Real Fruit Snack Packs                   Mac and Cheese Cups                                    Canned Vegetables (8 oz or less) 
Cold Cereal                                     Rice and Bean Cups                                                   Instant Soup Cups                               
Oatmeal Packets                              Spaghetti/Meatballs or other Pastas                       Fruit Cups                               
100% Juice                                      Peanut Butter To-Go Packs                                       Pudding Cups  
Pretzels                                            Goldfish                                                                     Microwave Popcorn 

 

 

C.A.R.E.S Dinners:  
  

Trinity will offer a meal  
just for the C.A.R.E.S community.  

 
It is estimated that 25 to 35 people 

will be in C.A.R.E.S  
when we do this.  

  

We are planning one meal a month: 
December 
January 
February 

March 
 

Watch future bulletins/newsletters 
for more information  
as planning begins. 

 
Trinity UCC   

Scarf and Mitten Tree 
 

Please join Trinity in sharing  
the warmth this holiday season… 

 
Collecting NEW hats, scarves,  
mittens and gloves for those in our 
community (both children & adults) 
who are in need. These items will 
be collected through the end of  
December.   
 

Donations will then be dispersed to several agencies 
within the Gettysburg community. 
 
Please hang your donations on the Christmas Tree in 
the Gathering Area. 
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Sundays at Trinity      
 

8:00am Worship       
9:00am Sunday School 

10:00am Fellowship (Gathering Area)      
Choir Practice (Choir Room) 

10:30am Worship 

DATE ALTAR CARE GREETERS LAY READERS USHERS ACOLYTES 

  
December 7 

Cindy Blevins 
Roberta Weiant 
Jane Malone 
Karen Kendlehart 
 

Roberta Weiant - E 

  
 10:30am 
   Ann & Buck  
       Harvey 
 

8:00am 
    Jane Malone 
 

10:30am 
   Rylan Weiant 

8:00am 
    Jane Malone 
 

10:30am 
   Harry Hilbert 
   

  
 

 10:30am 
   Buck  
    Harvey 

 December  14 
 One Service 
   10:30am 

 

Annual Church 
Meeting 

 

New Members 

 
 
Same as above 
  
  
  

  
10:30am 
  Mary Jane & Harry 
    Hilbert 

 

8:00am 
    NO SERVICE 
 

10:30am 
   Joan Peck 
    
 

 

8:00am 
  NO SERVICE 
 

10:30am 
 Catherine  
     Hammons 
  

  
 

10:30am 
  Bonnie   
   Smith 

 
 December 21 
  Church Dinner 
  New Members 
 

 
 
Same as above 
  

  
 10:30am 
  Suzy Miller 
  Sandy Busche 

8:00am 
  Cindy Blevins   
 

10:30am 
  Catherine Hammons 

8:00am 
    Sonny Coble 
    

10:30am  
     Buck Harvey 

  
 

10:30am 
  Bonnie    
   Smith 

 
December 24  

Christmas Eve 

 
Same as above 

 
Greeters/Ushers 

3:00pm    Elder 
 
8:00pm    Elder 

3:00pm  Weiant 
                 Family 
8:00pm 
      Buck Harvey 
      Harry Hilbert 

3:00pm 
 
8:00pm 

 
December 28 

  One Service 
10:30am 

First Sunday 
after Christmas 

 
 
Same as above 

 
  
 

10:30am 
   Ruth & Terry 
      Krietz 

8:00am 
   NO SERVICE 
 

10:30am 
   Lenore O’Rourke 

8:00am 
  NO SERVICE 
 
10:30am 
   Carl Barrick 
 
    

 
 
10:30am 
   Janet  
    Sheely 
  

December 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

   

2 3 

 

4pm Ruth’s  

  Harvest pack 
 

5:30p Dinner 

         Church 
 

7p Choir 

4 

 

 

 

2p-4p 

World War 

Church Tour 

5 

9:30a 

   Flutes 
 
 
 

7p Gburg  

Choral Society 

Concert  -  

   See page 2  

6 

11a-5pHot 

Chocolate 

 Fund Raiser 
 

3p Gburg 

Choral Society 

   Concert  - 

   See page 2 

7  Communion 
 

12:30p-4:30p 

  MDANA 
  

Christmas  

  Caroling 

 (Time TBA) 

 

8 9 10 

 

 

 

 

7p Choir 

11 
 
 
 

2p-4p  

World  War I 

Church Tour 

12 

9:30a 

   Flutes 

13 

14      ONE  

   Service  10:30a  

Reception of  

  New Members 
 

ANNUAL    

     CHURCH  

       MEETING 

15 16 

1:15p Spiritual 

          Council 

2pm  

   Consistory 
 

6p C.A.R.E.S 

      Dinner 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

7p Choir 

18 

8:45a-10:15a 

Deb/Bruce out 
 

2p-4p  

World  War I 

Church Tour 

 

19 

9:30a 

   Flutes 

 

11:30a 

Lunch  

   w/Friends 

20 

21 

Annual Church 

   Christmas  

      Dinner 

22 23 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES DUE 

24   

3p & 8p 

Christmas Eve 

Candles & 

Communion 

25 Christmas  

          Day 
 

Church/Office 

Closed 

26 

 

27 

28 ONE 

     Service 

    10:30am 

29 30 31 New Year’s 

Eve   7p- 1a 

  Private Event 
    Fellowship Hall 

   


