Trinity United Church of Christ
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717-334-7266 www.gettysburgtrinityucc.org

8:00AM and 10:30AM Worship
ADVENT 3
December 14, 2025

Welcome to Trinity United Church of Christ. It is truly a blessing that we all have gathered to worship
together! Today is the third week of Advent. We will light the candles of Transportation, Protection,
and Warmth within of our Advent wreath. Our Chancel Area is adorned with blue paraments to
celebrate this time of the church year. If this is your first time with us, or if you have come to this
sacred space your entire life, we are glad to be on this journey of faith with you. Trinity believes that
whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

To enhance your worship experience, we have large print bulletins and hearing support
devices available. Please ask an usher or greeter for assistance.

Enter to worship today but stick around to see what God is doing in this place!



TIME OF SHARING/GREETING

PRELUDE “Rise up, Shepherds and Follow” by Larson

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 146:5-10
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God,
‘who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever;

‘'who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.

“The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
""The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD!

*HYMN #106 “My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise”

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
The Candle of Warmth
God of grace and justice, reach out with your wide embrace
covering creation with your love and light.
Like the sheep who gave their wool to keep the baby warm,
may we cloth the needy and blanket them in justice and peace.

We light this candle feeling the heartbeat of justice.
Lord, may we, like sheep, follow the familiar sound
of our Savior’s voice in a baby’s newborn cry.

PRAYER
Lord, this is a lovely thing we do, to light candles week by week until your Son is born
among us. As the light of these candles grows, so let the love of Christmas, the joy of
giving, the happiness of hoping, spread through our homes, our families, our churches,
our own lives, that we might come at last to kneel before the manger
and know the child of Christmas is born within our hearts. Amen.

ADVENT WREATH SONG
“Jesus, Our Brother, Strong and Good” #138 (v4)
“I”, said the sheep with curly horn,



“I gave you my wool for a blanket warm,
You wore my coat on Christmas morn;
“I”, said the sheep with curly horn.

CALL TO CONFESSION
Let us confess those places where we need to grow
to prepare for Christ to come in our lives.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Holy God, our advent waiting is a confession. We wait for a Messiah because the
proud are still powerful, the mighty are still exalted, and hungry people stand
unheard at the door. We wait for your incarnation in human form because we have
not recognized you in our sister, we have not loved you in our brother, we have not
served you in our neighbor. In the stillness of Advent love and light, heal us and
make us new through the good tidings of your presence in our lives. Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
This is the good news in Jesus Christ. We can stand before God,
not through our own goodness, but through God’s great kindness to us.
Rejoice and be glad, for God comes to you! Amen.

ANTHEM

“One Star”
by Althouse and Albrecht
Senior Choir

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Isaiah 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus
2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.



3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
S then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert;

7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
?No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.

10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Matthew 11:2-11
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples * and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?”  Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: *the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. ® And blessed is
anyone who takes no offense at me.” 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken
by the wind? ® What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. > What, then, did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. ' This is the one about whom it is
written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way
before you.”!! “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater
than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

SERMON
Pastor Grace Winakor

PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,
As we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the Power and the Glory for ever. Amen.

HYMN #119 “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” (Remain Seated)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are an Advent people, a people of hope.
For us, Advent is a time of waiting, and so we wait.
We wait for the coming of the One who is the fulfillment of God’s promise,
the fulfillment of hope, the declaration that we have been redeemed.

Even so, we are not a naive people. We know that the world in which we live
will continue to be filled with pain and sorrow. We know that hatred and violence
will continue to exist. We know that death and separation will continue
to be a part of our lives. But because we are an Advent people, we know that
none of these things will win in the end. The Holy One is coming, to make holy
once again all that was, is, and ever will be. And in our waiting and our hoping,
we work and worship, pray and play, in all things hoping that peace, love and joy
will reign in our lives and in our world, now and forever. Amen.

*CELEBRATION OF OUR GIFTS
The day of rejoicing is coming, the prophet Isaiah says, and we await it together.
Our gifts today in this season of waiting and hope help us to strengthen one another and
to offer hope to the world as we look forward to that great day of everlasting joy.
Let us gather our gifts together and present them as an offering to God.

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #117 (vl) “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates”
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates; behold the glorious Ruler waits!
The Sovereign One is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

With these gifts, dear God, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our hearts,
which rejoice in your goodness and love. Let these gifts point to your
presence in the world, and further your hope for the world
through Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen.



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER

Carl Glover Rev. Edward Gobrecht
Alison & Joe Lysitt John Lucas
CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME

We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We promise you our
friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus
Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s
knowledge and love and be witnesses of our risen Savior.

*HYMN #107 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”

*FINAL BLESSING
May the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the Spirit’s joy
surround you as you walk I the light of the Lord. Amen.

*POSTLUDE
B e A B A e B B e

Liturgy adapted from: Touch Holiness. Ruth Duck and M. Tirabassi, Editors. Advent Candle Lighting liturgy from
UCC’s Pension Boards Year A 2016. Statement of Faith by Rev. Rebecca F. Harrison

PRELUDE: Rise Up, Shepherds and Follow. Arranged by Lloyed Larson. ©2003 Alfred Publishing Company.
HYMNS: My Heart Sings out with Joyful Praise. Text-Ruth Duck. Tune-Swedish folk melody. Words ©1992 by
G.l.A. Publications.

My Soul Gives Glory to My God. Text-Miriam Therese Winter. Tune-Kentucky Harmony. Harmonization-C.
Winfred Douglas. Words ©1978, 1987, Medical Mission Sisters. Harmonization ©1940 The Church Pension
Fund. Used by permission.

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn. Text/tune-Marty Haugen. ©1982 by G.L.A. Publications, Inc.

ANTHEM: One Star. Words and music-Jay Althouse/Sally K. Albrecht. ©1997 Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.
Used with permission to Livestream using CCLI copyright license 11235337 and CCLI Streaming License 20822520.
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONELICENSE with License # A-712060

Worship Participants

Rev. Dr. Frederick A. Young Pastor

Sara Shank Organist/Choir Director
Mark Luckenbaugh Percussion

Joan Peck Liturgist

Mary Jane & Harry Hilbert Greeters

Catherine Hammons Usher

Bonnie Smith Acolyte

Georgia Hollabaugh, Kara Young, Russell Bailey, Tech Team

Carl Barrick, Suhua Dong, Stacey Rushwald, George Steckert, Ruth Krietz,
Terry Krietz, Garrison Redding, Nina Redding, Cindy Kidd, Bette Bunce, Chris Swinn.



Z Our continued Prayers support. 12/14/25  Brayden Beamer, Don Blevins, Ashur Bowley, Tom
Busche, Shirley Carlson, Kathy Ciolino, Sue Cline, Sonny Coble, Deb Crawford, Bill & Dee Duffy, Linda &
Harold Heller (Sara Shank’s parents), Harry Hilbert, John Harrison Hoffman, Evelyn Kretz, MacKenzie Kretz,
Josh Langley, Christopher Little, Bob Miller, Kathy Murphy, Lenore O’Rourke, Brian Parker, Jerry & Pam Poland,
Jo Ruse, Fischer Samuelson, Genevieve Shaffer, Ethan Shank, Betsy Dane Smith & Dusty Smith, Brea Thomas,
Mary Timmins, Jessica Tonnis, Elizabeth & Sandy Topper, Mckenna Voss, and Teeyara Jo Weiant. Please call

the office to be removed.

Our sincere condolences to the family of Mary “Lois” Grim who passed away Friday, December 5. Memorial
service is Monday, December 15" at 11:00am at Trinity. Refreshments will follow in the Fellowship Hall.

Genevieve Shaffer’s new address: Sarah A. Todd Memorial Home, 1000 W. South St., Rm 42A, Carlisle, PA

17013

B CorosTivas £vE - Traditional Worship
3:00pm and 8:00pm with Communion and Candlelight

Sunday, December 21 — Church Christmas Dinner following worship featuring Roasted Pork Loin, Mashed
Potatoes/Pork Gravy, Broccoli w/Cheese Sauce plus Dessert. Please sign-up so we have an idea of how much to

prepare.

DRIVERS NEEDED: If you are already on the Care Team or would like to volunteer for providing transportation
for members in need, please contact Deb in the office 717-334-7266. We are composing a new list of drivers

to be handed out upon request

Attendance: 12/7: Dinner Church 12 8:00am 19 10:30am 38 On-Line 108
TOTAL 177

Financial Report: 12/7
Envelope Offering Needed: $179,683.00 Envelope Offering Received: $167,056.27
Property Fund Needed: $18,865.00 Property Fund Received: $8,673.00

***PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Fred will be out of the office from Monday, December
29 through Saturday, December 27" but will be available for emergencies.

Annual Christmas Gift to the Church:
Your Christmas Gift to the church is a statement of your faith in the work of the church and is greatly appreciated.

Envelopes are included your December mailing packet. GREEN envelopes are in the Pews & Gathering Area.

“Christmas Fund” has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ
for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and
Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. United Church of Christ
congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. This year,
your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants of the church who are facing a time
of need. Thank you! This year’s theme is simply “. . .. When they saw the Star, they were filled with Joy . .”
Matthew 2:10 PURPLE envelopes are in the Pews & Gathering Area for you to respond to this need. These gifts
will be forwarded to the UCC Office. Please make you checks payable to Trinity United Church of Christ and in
the memo line write UCC Christmas Fund. Thank you




Today, 12/14: 10:30am ONE SERVICE - Pastor Grace Winakor, Guest Pastor

Reception of New Members

Annual Congregation Meeting — following 10:30am Worship

Monday, 12/15: 11:00am Lois Grim funeral with refreshments following the service

Tuesday, 12/16: 1:15pm Spiritual Council - Library

2:00pm Consistory — Fellowship Hall

6:00pm C.A.R.E.S. Dinner at TUCC

Wednesday, 12/17: 7:00pm Choir — Sanctuary

Thursday, 12/18: 8:45am — 10:15am DEB AND BRUCE OUT for about 1-1/2 hours

2:00pm — 4:00pm World War I Rest & Recreation Church Tour.

Friday, 12/19: 9:00am- 11:30am Flutes - Fellowship Hall

11:30am Lunch with Friends - Heartland on Buford Ave.

Next Sunday 12/21: Church Christmas Dinner following 10:30am




ADVENT

106

My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise

Ruth Duck, 1985

1.

My heart sings out with joy-ful praise to God who rais-es me,
Who came to me when I was low and changed my des-ti-ny.
The Ho-ly One, the Liv-ing God, is al-ways full of grace

To those who seek their Mak-er’s will in ev-ery time and place.

The arm of God is strong and just to scat-ter all the proud.

The ty-rants tum-ble from their thrones and van-ish like a cloud.
The hun-gry all are sat-is-fied; the rich are sent a-way.

The poor of earth who suf-fer long will wel-come God’s new day.

‘The prom-ise made in a-ges past at last has come to be,

for God has come in power to save, to set all peo-ple free.
Re-mem-bering those who wait to see sal-va-tion’s dawn-ing day,
Our Sav-ior comes to all who weep to wipe their tears a-way.

Words Copyright © 1992 by G. I. A. Publications, Inc.

Luke 1:46-55

140

Copyrighted material may not be reproduced. See copyright notices.



My Soul Gives Glory to My God

Miriam Therese Winter, 1987

1.

My soul gives glo-ry to my God.
My heart pours out its praise.
God lift-ed up my low-li-ness

in man-y mar-vel-ous ways.

My God has done great things for me:
yes, ho-ly is God’s name.

All peo-ple will de-clare me blessed,
and bless-ings they shall claim.

From age to age, to all who fear,
such mer-cy love im-parts,
dis-pens-ing jus-tice far and near,
dis-miss-ing self-ish hearts.

Love casts the might-y from their thrones,
pro-motes the in-se-cure,

leaves hun-gry spir-its sat-is-fied,

the rich seem sud-den-ly poor.

Praise God, whose lov-ing cov-e-nant
sup-ports those in dis-tress,
re-mem-ber-ing past prom-is-€s

with pres-ent faith-ful-ness.

Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Sam. 2:1-10

ADVENT
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Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

Marty Haugen, 1983; rev. 1993

1.

A-wake! a-wake, and greet the new morn,
for an-gels her-ald its dawn-ing,

sing out your joy, for Je-sus is born,
be-hold! the Child of our long-ing.

Come as a ba-by weak and poor,

to bring all hearts to-geth-er,

to o-pen wide the heaven-ly door,

and lives now in-side us for ev-er.

To us, to all in sor-row and fear,
Em-man-u-el comes a-sing-ing,

whose hum-ble song is qui-et and near,
yet fills the earth with its ring-ing.
Mu-sic to heal the bro-ken soul

and hymns of lov-ing kind-ness,

the thun-der of the an-thems roll

to shat-ter all hate and in-jus-tice.

In deep-est night Christ’s com-ing shall be,
when all the world is de-spair-ing,

as morn-ing light so qui-et and free,

so warm and gen-tle and car-ing.

One with-out voice breaks forth in song,

a lame one leaps in won-der,

the weak are raised a-bove the strong,

and weap-ons are bro-ken a-sun-der.

ADVENT
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ADVENT

4.  Re-joice, re-joice, take heart in the night,
though cold the win-ter and cheer-less,
the ris-ing sun shall crown you with light,
be strong and lov-ing and fear-less;

Love be our song and love our prayer,
and love, our end-less sto-ry,

may God fill ev-ery day we share,
and bring us at last in-to glo-ry.

Copyright © 1982 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc.

Isa. 12:6; 26:9; 35:6; Matt. 11:5
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