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December 28, 2025 10:30am Worship

Rev. Dr. Frederick A. Young
Awakening joyful service guided by our still speaking God!

Welcome to Trinity United Church of Christ. It is truly a blessing that we all have
gathered to worship together! Our Chancel Area is adorned with white paraments to
celebrate the season of Christmas. If this is your first time with us, or if you have come to
this sacred space your entire life, it is a blessing that we are all here together. T rinity
truly believes that whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome here! To enhance your worship experience, we have large print bulletins and
hearing support devices available. Please ask an usher or greeter for assistance.
Enter to worship today, but stick around to see what God is doing in this place!

*Please stand as you are able; BOLD print - congregational response



TIME OF SHARING/GREETING

PRELUDE
“Celtic Christmas Carols”
L. Kirkpatrick
Flute Flock

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Through Christ, we are one with God.
We are flesh and spirit, joy and sorrow.
We are more than what we seem.

Christ was God’s gift to us, and we celebrate always
this gift of eternal grace.
We are redeemers and we are the redeemed.

We have received the loveliest gift, and for that,
we sing a great song of peace.
We have received it to go forth,
to share Christ’s love with all who love to listen. Amen.

*CAROL #6 (Red Booklet)
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

*PRAYER
God with us, we open our hearts and souls to the beauty of your kingdom.

We seek to hear the precious news once again that we might be continually renewed,
transformed, and awed by your abundant love, everlasting peace, miraculous hope,
and quenchless joy. May our praise and prayers be pleasing to you.

May our lives reflect the beauty you have birthed in us. Amen.

CAROL
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, you search us out and know us,
and all that we are is open to you.
We confess that we have sinned.
When we make no room for Christ, and fail to
welcome him into our lives, forgive us and heal us.



When we follow shooting stars and squander
our gifts in Herod's court, forgive us and heal us.
When we seek to cut down those who might rise above us,
and when we sanitize your birthplace and erase from memory
the poor and displaced, forgive us and heal us.
When we sing sweet sentiments over Christ's birth,
and fail to rejoice over his everyday presence,
forgive us and heal us. Amen.

(Moment of Silent Reflection)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
CAROL

SCRIPTURE READING
John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2He was in the beginning with God.
3All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being
%in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
SThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
%There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
"He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
?The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
1°He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him.
"He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God,
Bwho were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

CAROL



CHRISTMAS STORY
“Why the Chimes Rang”
by Raymond McAlden

Video of Audrey Blackstone — “The Chimes”
*CAROL

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Still Speaking God, as we enter this new year,
may it be a year in which you are near to us in every moment.
For we believe in you, Almighty Creator of Heaven and Earth.
Lord Jesus, stay by our side day by day.
We place our faith in you, the one who is both God and flesh.
From your lowly birth in Bethlehem
to your ministry of healing and of grace,
from your self-giving death on the cross for us
to your powerful resurrection and ascension,
we believe in the truth of your Word.
Holy Spirit, come to us this year
in a thousand different ways.
With your gentle direction, your quiet voice,
and your wise instruction, guide us along our paths.
Still Speaking God — Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer —
you have gone before us into the new year, and you call us to join you.
We come in confidence and joy, loving and trusting you. Amen.

CHRISTMAS LITANY AND LORD’S PRAYER
Amazing God, you love us so much that you came to us as an infant.
Born in a stable because there was no room at the inn.

You call us to love the world as we have been loved by you.
Wrapped in swaddling clothes, you slept
in a manger because there was no crib.

You command us to love our neighbors as ourselves,
Shepherds welcomed and loved.

You call us to create an inclusive church in
which everyone is welcomed and loved.
No one was turned away from the stable door.



You keep calling us to open our doors, to welcome the outcasts,
house the homeless, feed the hungry, and turn over the tables in the temple.
Lambs and cows, chickens and donkeys, men, women, children...
Angels of all kinds surround you.

Help us create a world and a church in which all of your children
are safe and loved, affirmed, welcomed, and fully accepted,
where we all have a community of angels surrounding us.
One star brighter than the rest led the world to your door.

May our love and work in the world be a beacon of hope to the hopeless,
and our churches be warm stables for all people.
Dear Child of Bethlehem, as we remember the stable and the manger, t
he dusty roads you walked and the cross on which we died,
give us the faith and courage to tell your truth and make it our own.
We pray all this in your name and say together the prayer you taught us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it was in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins
As we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

CAROL

CELEBRATION OF OUR GIFTS
God is all about abundance: love that never wavers, mercy that never fails.
Let us offer our gifts generously, and in abundant love, as a thanksgiving to God.

OFFERTORY/SPECIAL MUSIC
“Lo, How a Rose Er Blooming”
M. Praetorius
Flute Flock

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE “In The Bleak Midwinter” (Verse 4)
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what can I give him: give my heart.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Generous God, we give thanks for all the beautiful
resources you have given to us. Let these gifts
bring glory and honor to you and
beauty and peace to your creation. Amen.

*CAROL #154 “Go Tell It on The Mountain”

*FINAL BLESSING
“The Work of Christmas”
by Howard Thurman

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among others,

To make music in the heart.

Go in hope, peace, joy, and love...to spread the beauty of Christmas.

*POSTLUDE
“Silent Night! Holy Night!
F. Gruber
Flute Flock
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Prelude: Celtic Christmas Carols. Arr. Linda Kirkpatrick, Silver Winds Publishing, ©2024. Used with

Composer’s permission.
Offertory/Special Music: Lo, How A Rose Er Blooming. Composer, Michael Praetorius, Germany,

Traditional.
Postlude: Silent Night! Holy Night!, Composer-Franz Gruber, Arr. by Brent Olstad, ©2002, Ron Harris

music, All rights reserved, Made in the USA. This arrangement, based on Brent Olstad's arrangement for
solos flute and keyboard, was made with the permission of the copyright owner, Ron Harris Music.
Distribution to other ensembles is not permitted.




Used with permission to Livestream using CCLI copyright license 11235337 and CCLI Streaming
License 20822520. Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from

ONELICENSE with License # A-712060
Flute Flock: Director-Georgia Hollabaugh, L.eeann Baird, Linda Brenize, Vicki Cuttitta, Cindy

McArdle, Dr. Laura Pennings, Edie Rice, Cathy Steinbach, Gay Weigand

For an updated prayer list, please check the front table of the Gathering Area. Please call the office to
be removed.

*+**PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Fred will be on out of the office from Monday, December 29
through Saturday, January 3 but will be available for emergencies.

Genevieve Shaffer’s new address: Sarah A. Todd Memorial Home, 1000 W. South Street, Room 42A,
Carlisle, PA 17013

DRIVERS NEEDED: If you are already on the Care Team or would like to volunteer for providing
transportation for members in need, please contact Deb in the office 717-334-7266. We are composing

a new list of drivers to be handed out upon request.

FLOWER CHART 2026: The chart is posted in the Gathering Area. Fresh flowers on the Altar are
always a welcoming sight. There are many open Sundays for you to choose from to dedicate your
flowers In Memory Of or In Honor Of that special someone or event.

A BLESSING ROOM: With the loss of our Blessing Box, we have not been able to help the needy and
homeless of our community with personal care products. The ability to brush teeth, shampoo hair, and
wash is essential to feeling good about yourself, and to stay well. The Social Concerns Committee
would like to offer help again, by using our Gathering Area, once a month, as a “Blessing Room.” We
can again provide personal care products to the community. The “room” would be open for a few hours
on regularly scheduled days, stocked with as much as we can offer of the following: Body wipes and
Soaps; Oral care products (toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, mouthwash); Deodorants; Feminine
care products; Skin Lotions for hands and body; Razors and shaving cream; Hair care products
(Shampoo, brushes, combs); Socks, mittens and underwear; Bandages and bacterial ointments for small
cuts; Vaseline and Lip Gloss. The committee will select a day and times when the “Blessing Room”
will open at our next meeting. But we need to begin gathering the products now. Thank you for helping
our neighbors who are having trouble making their available money stretch beyond food. Social
Concerns Committee Members

Worship Participants

Rev. Dr. Frederick A. Young Pastor

Lenore O’Rourke Liturgist

Sara Shank Organist/Choir Director
Mark Luckenbaugh Percussionist

Ruth & Terry Krietz Greeters

Carl Barrick Usher

Janet Sheely Acolyte

Georgia Hollabaugh, Kara Young, Russell Bailey, Tech Team

Carl Barrick, Suhua Dong, Stacey Rushwald, George Steckert, Ruth Krietz,
Terry Krietz, Garrison Redding, Nina Redding, Cindy Kidd, Bette Bunce, Chris Swinn.



Attendance: 12/21: 8:00am /5 10:30am 48 On-Line /30 TOTAL 193

Attendance: 12/21: 8:00am I5 10:30am 48 On-Line /30 TOTAL 193

Financial Report: 12/21:

Envelope Offering Needed: $187,017.00  Envelope Offering Received: $186,109.50

Property Fund Needed: $19,635.00 Property Fund Received: $ 9,145.00

Today, 12/28: ONE SERVICE 10:30am

Monday, 12/29: Pastor Fred out of the office

Tuesday, 12/30: Pastor Fred out of the office

Wednesday, 12/31: New Years Eve - Pastor Fred out of the office
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN 8:00am — 12:30pm

7:00pm — 1:00am Private Event — Fellowship Hall/Kitchen

Thursday, 1/1/2026: Church/Office Closed

Friday, 1/2: Pastor Fred Out of the office

9:30am — 11:00am Flutes — Fellowship Hall

Next Sunday, January 4: Communion

12:30pm-4:30pm MDANA — Fellowship Hall

Annual Christmas Gift to the Church: Your Christmas Gift to the church is a statement of your faith in the work of the
church and is greatly appreciated. Envelopes are included your December mailing packet. GREEN envelopes are in the

Pews & Gathering Area.

“Christmas Fund” has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of
Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health
premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. United Church
of Christ congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years.
This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants of the church who are
facing a time of need. Thank you! This__year’s theme is simply “. ... When they saw the Star, they were filled
with Joy . .” Matthew 2:10 PURPLE envelopes are in the Pews & Gathering Area for you to respond to this
need. These gifts will be forwarded to the UCC Office. Please make you checks payable to Trinity United
Church of Christ and in the memo line write UCC Christmas Fund. Thank you




It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on -the mid-nightclear,that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whoseforms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! Thedays are has-t'ningon, by proph-ets seen of old,
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gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:

and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world
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who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir- cling years shall come the -time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’sall- gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all theearth its an jicient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness.lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o'er its ba - bel soundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.

oh, rest
and all

be -side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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EPIPHANY
Go Tell It on the Mountain 154

African-American spiritual
Arr. John W. Work I1, 1907

Refrain:
Go tell it on the moun-tain, o-ver the hill and ev-ery-where.
Go tell it on the moun-tain, that Je-sus Christ is born!

1.  While shep-herds kept their watch-ing o’er si-lent flocks by night,
Be-hold through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho-ly light.

Refrain:

2. The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when lo! a-bove the earth
Rang out the an-gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.

Refrain:

3. Down in a low-ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born,
And God sent us sal-va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Refrain:

Luke 2:8-20; Isa. 18:3; 52:7

Copyrighted material may not be reproduced. See copyright notices. 207



In Loving Memory of:

Herbert & Doris Bailey by Russell Bailey (1)

Loved Ones by Cindy Barley (1)

The Rev. Randall and Doris Heckman by Rev. Edward Gobrecht (1)
Galia Kendlehart by Neal, Karen & Victor Kendlehart (1)

Paul Kendlehart by brother Neal, Karen & Victor Kendlehart (1)

Lila & Don Martin by Cindy Kidd (1)

Roy & Edna Reed by Nancy MacMeekin (1)

My Grandparents by Jim H. Orner (1)

Virginia & Charles Kriet; and Jean & Donald Poland by Pam & Jerry
Poland (1)

Kathry Schultz and Katie Bixler by Radcliff Schultz (2)

Clara & George Steckert by George Steckert (2)

Henry Whitfield and Miles M. Whitfield by Phyllis Whitfield and family (2)
Family gone before us by Rebecca & Tim Woodward (7)



In Honor of:

Our Children by Sandy & Tom Busche (1)
Our Church Family by Ruth & Terry Krietz (1)
Trinity Family by Nancy MacMeekin (1)
Our Children & Grandchildren by Maryann & Ken Oelkers (2)
Cindy Barley for being a great nurse and loving sister during my
recuperation this summer

by Nina Redding (1)

The White poinsettia is in celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ by the
Hilbert Family (1)

Donations towards church decorations:

Rev. Edward Gobrecht

Karen & Neal Kendlehart

Ruth & Terry Krietz

Jim Orner

Nina & Russell Redding

Bonnie Smith in honor of Pastor Fred & Kara
George Steckert

Phyllis Whitfield

Rebecca & Tim Woodward

And our thanks to:
The Altar Guild and other members who decorated the Sanctuary,

Gathering Area and outside doors.

The Hilberts for the Poinsettia Tree
Cindy & Don Blevins for the two Red Poinsettias on the Altar through the

Season



