Trinity United Church of Christ

60 East High Street Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325
717-334-7266 www.gettysburgtrinityucc.org

December 7, 2025
8:00AM and 10:30AM Worship
ADVENT 2
Communion
Welcome to Trinity United Church of Christ. It is truly a blessing that we all have
gathered to worship together! Today is the second week of Advent. We will light the
candles of Transportation and Protection within of our Advent wreath. Our Chancel
Area is adorned with blue paraments to celebrate this time of the church year. If this is
your first time with us, or if you have come to this sacred space your entire life, we are
glad to be on this journey of faith with you. Trinity believes that whoever you are,
and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! To enhance your
worship experience, we have large print bulletins and hearing support devices available.
Please ask an usher or greeter for assistance.
Enter to worship today, but stick around to see what God is doing in this place!



TIME OF SHARING/GREETING
PRELUDE “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy” arranged by Lloyd Larson

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 72: 15-19
Long may he live! May gold of Sheba be given to him.
May prayer be made for him continually,
and blessings invoked for him all day long.

May there be abundance of grain in the land; may it wave on the tops of the mountains;
may its fruit be like Lebanon; and may people
blossom in the cities like the grass of the field.

May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun.
May all nations be blessed in him; may they pronounce him happy.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth.
Amen and Amen.

*HYMN #349 “ I Come with Joy”

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
The Candle of Protection

God of peace and patience, inspire us to find our place around Christ’s manger.
Like the cow who gave their feeding trough to Mary for a place of rest,
may we see need and respond accordingly.

We light this candle with visions of peace, O God.
Not sure of how we might be of service to others, but willing to be led by your Spirit.
Lord, use us and the gifts you have given us to ensure
all of your children are nourished and loved.
(The candle of Protection is lit)



PRAYER
Lord, this is a lovely thing we do, to light candles week by week until your Son
is born among us. As the light of these candles grows, so let the love of Christmas,
the joy of giving, the happiness of hoping, spread through our homes, our families,
our churches, our own lives, that we might come at last to kneel before the manger
and know the child of Christmas is born within our hearts. Amen.

ADVENT WREATH SONG
“Jesus, Our Brother, Strong and Good” #138 (v3)
“I”, said the cow, all white and red,
“I gave you my manger for your bed,
I gave my hay to pillow your head:
“I”, said the cow, all white and red.

CALL TO CONFESSION
Let us confess those places where we need to grow
to prepare for Christ to come in our lives.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of the loving heart, we confess before you those places in our hearts where
we have refused you entrance: people we have refused to love; habits we
never get around to changing; good things we have left undone; and ways in which
we hurt you, ourselves, and others. Come to us in the light of your Christ.
Shine on those places we have hidden from you. Show us new ways to live.
Be known among us now and forever! Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
This is the good news in Jesus Christ. We can stand before God,
not through our own goodness, but through God’s great kindness to us.
Rejoice and be glad, for God comes to you! Amen.

ANTHEM
“Long-Awaited One” by D. Nolan, N. Elsey Senior Choir

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART



SCRIPTURES
Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. *His delight
shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by
what his ears hear; *but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity
for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. °The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a
little child shall lead them. "The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. #The nursing child shall play over the
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. *They will not
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea. !°On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”” “Now John wore clothing of
camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the
region along the Jordan, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 'But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear
fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. %Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. !!“I baptize you with water for
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. !*His winnowing fork
is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

SERMON
*HYMN #120 “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are an Advent people, a people of hope.
For us, Advent is a time of waiting, and so we wait.

We wait for the coming of the One who is the fulfillment of God’s promise,
the fulfillment of hope, the declaration that we have been redeemed.
Even so, we are not a naive people. We know that the world
in which we live will continue to be filled with pain and sorrow.

We know that hatred and violence will continue to exist.

We know that death and separation will continue to be a part of our lives.
But because we are an Advent people, we know that none of these things will
win in the end. The Holy One is coming, to make holy once again all that was, is,
and ever will be. And in our waiting and our hoping, we work and worship,
pray and play, in all things hoping that peace, love and joy will reign in our lives
and in our world, now and forever. Amen.

*CALL TO OFFER OUR GIFTS AND TITHES
The Ruler of Peace is coming, the prophet Isaiah says, and we await that Gift of God
together; our gifts today in this season of waiting and hope help us to strengthen one
another and to offer hope to the world as we look forward to that great day of everlasting
joy. Let us gather our gifts together and present them as an offering to God.

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE  “Come, O Long Expected Jesus” #122(v1)
Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set all people free;
From our fears and sins release us; grant us your true liberty.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
With these gifts, dear God, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our hearts,
which rejoice in your goodness and love. Let our gifts point to your
presence in the world, and further your dream for the world
through Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen.

SHARING AROUND THE TABLE OF REMEMBRANCE

(All are welcome around the table. We use Gluten Free bread and grape juice)



INVITATION TO THE TABLE
The prophets foretold it: the desert burst into bloom. Angelic messengers delivered news:
a priest lost his speech; a young woman found her voice. In this season of Advent, the
scriptures revive old stories and bring new understandings. In the face of critics and
skeptics, our faith cries out, resilient, like a baby from a manger bed.
From that Bethlehem beginning, Jesus, baptized in the Jordan, spent his life serving
others that all might know the compassionate attention of a loving God.
Today, Jesus serves us yet again, as we gather at this Table he prepares for us.

COMMUNION PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Dear Jesus of Advent, You remain a sacred mystery to us. You have brought Good News
for all the people and we will not be afraid, for you are here. We are hungry for your love
which surpasses all our understanding; we are thirsty for your spirit that never runs dry.
In this meal nourish our souls, feed our minds, quench our deepest longings and
forgive our transgressions, that we may glorify you every day of our lives.

LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion,
Jesus took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and said:
Take and eat, for this is my body broken for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, Jesus took the cup after dinner held it and said:
This is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for the sins of world.
Drink of it all in remembrance of me.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
Send you Spirit upon us, and this meal, most gracious God. As we eat and drink
together, remind us of your Son, and the Light of our world whose birth we await this
Advent Season. Join us together around this Light, today, and always. Amen.

SHARING OF THE MEAL
(Please come forward as Usher directs you. We will form a semi circle around The Altar.
You will be served the bread, then the cup. After we commune, pastor will offer a benediction.
You will return to your seat using the outside aisle, placing your cups in tray provide.)



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Holy Creator, Bread of Life, Everlasting Salvation, a light shines in the night and the
night will not overcome it. In this meal we have been replenished and strengthened,
the light of your love rekindled within. We will be bold to carry this light into the
world. Thank you for recharging our batteries and reviving your ambient glow
within us. You are the power source that never gives out - eternally renewable
and sustainable. Thank you, God, Thank you, Christ, Thank you, Spirit. Amen.

*HYMN #108 “Isaiah The Prophet”

*FINAL BLESSING
May the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the Spirit’s joy
surround you as you walk I the light of the Lord. Amen.

*POSTLUDE
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Portions of today’s liturgy were written by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Minister for Faith Formation,
Curator of Worship and Liturgical Arts, Local Church Ministries. Other liturgy adapted from: Touch Holiness.
Ruth Duck and M. Tirabassi, Editors. Statement of Faith by Rev. Rebecca F. Harrison
Communion for Advent, was written by the Rev. Penny L. Lowes

PRELUDE: The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy. African American spiritual. Arranged-Lloyd Larson. ©2003

Alfred Publishing Co.
HYMNS: Isaiah The Prophet. Text-Joy F. Patterson. Tune-Sydney Carter. Words ©1982 by The Hymn Society.
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness. Text-J. Lewis Milligan. Tune-H. Hugh Bancroft. Music © 1938 Henry Hugh

Bancroft.
I Come with Joy. Text-Brian Wren. Tune southern Harmony arr. -Austin Lovelace. Words ©1971; Music ©1977

by Hope Publishing Co.
ANTHEM: Long-Awaited One. Words/Music-Nicole Elsey. Arr.-Douglas Nolan. ©2016 Hal Leonard Corporation.
Used with permission to Livestream using CCLI copyright license 11235337 and CCLI Streaming License 20822520.
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONELICENSE with License # A-712060

Worship Participants

Rev. Dr. Frederick A. Young Pastor

Sara Shank Organist/Choir Director
Mark Luckenbaugh Percussion

Jane Malone 8:00am Rylan Weiant 10:30am Liturgists

Ann & Buck Harvey Greeters

Jane Malone 8:00am Harry Hilbert 10:30am Usher

Buck Harvey Acolyte

Georgia Hollabaugh, Kara Young, Russell Bailey, Tech Team

Carl Barrick, Suhua Dong, Stacey Rushwald, George Steckert, Ruth Krietz,
Terry Krietz, Garrison Redding, Nina Redding, Cindy Kidd, Bette Bunce, Chris Swinn.



I Come with Joy 349
Brian Wren, 1968; rev. 1982, 1994

1. I come with joy, a child of God,
for-giv-en, loved, and free,
The life of Je-sus to re-call,
in love laid down for me,
in love laid down for me.

2. I come with Chris-tians far and near

to find, as all are fed,

The new Com-mu4ni-ty of love
in Christ’s com-mu-nion bread,
in Christ’s com-mu-nion bread.

3.  As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share,
each proud di-vi-sion ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
and strang-ers now are friends,
and strang-ers now are friends.

4.  And thus we meet, and bet-ter know

the Pres-ence, ev-er near,
And join our hearts and sing with joy

that Christ 1s ris-en here,
that Christ is ris-en here.

5. To-geth-er met, to-geth-er bound,
in friend-ship we will stay,
And go with joy to love the world

and live the way we pray,
and live the way we pray.

Words Copyright © 1971; music Copyright © 1977 by Hope Publishing Company



ADVENT
120 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness

J. Lewis Milligan, 1925; alt.

1.  There’s a voice in the wil-der-ness cry-ing,
a call from the ways un-trod:
Pre-pare in the des-ert a high-way,
a high-way for our God!
The val-leys shall be ex-alt-ed,
the loft-y hills brought low:
* make straight all the crook-ed pla-ces
where Em-man-u-el may go!

2. O Zi-on, who of-fers good tid-ings,
to the height of the moun-tains dare!
Lift your voice to the cit-ies of Ju-dah:
“Be-hold your God!” de-clare.
Like the flowers of the field we per-ish,
our hu-man works de-cay,
the power and pomp of na-tions
shall pass like a dream a-way.

3.  But the word of our God is for-ev-er,
our De-fend-er’s will is strong;
God stands in the midst of na-tions,
to ren-der right the wrong.
Then God shall be as a shep-herd,
the lambs gath-ered to God’s breast;
and pas-tures of peace shall greet them,
to give to the wea-ry rest.

Isa. 40:3—11; Ps. 103:15-17

160 Copyrighted material may not be reproduced. See copyright notices.



Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old

Joy F. Patterson, 1982; rev. 1993

1.

I-sa-iah the proph-et has writ-ten of old

how God’s new cre-a-tion shall come.

In-stead of the thorn tree, the fir tree shall grow;
the wolf shall lie down with the lamb, the lamb,
the wolf shall lie down with the lamb.

The moun-tains and hills shall break forth in-to song,
the peo-ples be led forth in peace;

The earth shall be filled with the knowl-edge of God
as the wa-ters cov-er the sea, the sea,

as the wa-ters cov-er the sea.

Yet na-tions still prey on the meek of the world,
and con-flict turns par-ent from child.

Your peo-ple de-spoil all the sweet-ness of earth;
the brier and the thorn tree grow wild, grow wild,
the brier and the thorn tree grow wild.

God, bring to fru-i-tion your will for the earth, -
that no one shall hurt or de-stroy,

That wis-dom and jus-tice shall reign in the land
and your peo-ple shall go forth in joy, in joy,
your peo-ple shall go forth in joy.

Words Copyright © 1982 by The Hymn Society
Isa. 11:6-9; 55:10-13

ADVENT
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Our continued Prayers support. 12/7/25  Brayden Beamer, Don Blevins, Ashur Bowley, Tom
Busche, Shirley Carlson, Kathy Ciolino, Sue Cline, Sonny Coble, Deb Crawford, Bill & Dee Duffy, Lois
Grim, Linda & Harold Heller (Sara Shank’s parents), Harry Hilbert, John Harrison Hoffman, Evelyn
\ Kretz, MacKenzie Kretz, Josh Langley, Christopher Little, Bob Miller, Kathy Murphy, Lenore O’Rourke,

Brian Parker, Jerry & Pam Poland, Jo Ruse, Fischer Samuelson, Genevieve Shaffer, Ethan Shank, Betsy
Dane Smith & Dusty Smith, Brea Thomas, Mary Timmins, Jessica Tonnis, Elizabeth & Sandy Topper, Mckenna
Voss, and Teeyara Jo Weiant. Please call the office to be removed.

CENTERPIECE In memory of Walter B. Lane by Shirley Carlson

DRIVERS NEEDED: If you are already on the Care Team or would like to volunteer for providing
transportation for members in need, please contact Deb in the office 717-334-7266. We are composing
a new list of drivers to be handed out upon request.

COMMUNITY Nativity Christmas Caroling — December 7' at 4:00pm as part of the Gettysburg

Christmas Festival. Start at Presbyterian Church and walk together through the square, lifting carols into the
December chilly air on the way to the Nativity on York Street. Bundle up, bring a friend, and an LED candle to

join us.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Sunday, December 14" - Annual Congregation Meeting following

the 10:30am worship service. Your attendance and participation are important. This is a one-service
Sunday. There is no 8am service. Please pick up the packet of information prior to meeting for review.

Reception of New Member Sunday, December 14,

Sunday, December 215 — Church Christmas Dinner following worship featuring Roasted Pork Loin,
Mashed Potatoes/Pork Gravy, Broccoli w/Cheese Sauce plus Dessert. Please sign-up so we have an idea

of how much to prepare.

Attendance: 11/30: 8:00am 21 10:30am 39 On-Line 131 TOTAL 191

Financial Report: 11/30
Envelope Offering Needed: $176,016.00 Envelope Offering Received: $163,170.27
Property Fund Needed: $18,480.00 Property Fund Received: $8,553.00

Today, 12/7: Communion
12:30pm-4:30pm MDANA - Fellowship Hall
4:00pm Community Caroling — Gather at Gettysburg Presbyterian Church
Wednesday, 12/10: 7:00pm Choir — Sanctuary
Thursday, 12/11: 2:00pm — 4:00pm World War I Rest & Recreation Church Tour
Friday, 12/12: 9:00am -11:00am Flute Flock — Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, 12/14: 10:30am ONE SERVICE
Pastor Grace Winakor will be preaching
Reception of New Member
Annual Church Meeting following worship




