Trinity United Church of Christ
60 East High Street Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325
717-334-7266 www.gettysburgtrinityucc.org

January 4, 2026
8AM and 10:30AM Worship
Epiphany Communion

December 28, 2025 10:30am Worship
Rev. Dr. Frederick A. Young
Awakening joyful service guided by our still speaking God!

Welcome to Trinity United Church of Christ. It is truly a blessing that we all have gathered
to worship together! Our Chancel Area is adorned with white paraments to celebrate the
season of Christmas. If this is your first time with us, or if you have come to this sacred
space your entire life, it is a blessing that we are all here together. Trinity truly believes that
whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

To enhance your worship experience, we have large print bulletins and hearing support
devices available. Please ask an usher or greeter for assistance.

Enter to worship today, but stick around to see what God is doing in this place!

*Please stand as you are able; BOLD print - congregational response



TIME OF SHARING/GREETING
Oh God, may the start we follow be the steady radiance of your mystery
which we discern only in part but can for ever trust.

PRELUDE “We Three Kings of Orient Are”  arranged by Larson

*CALL TO WORSHIP
God of Life, like a promised land, you invite us to leave our frantic ways.
Like a banquet-laden table you bid us to restore our empty spirits.

Like a pool of still waters, you call us to cease our crowded living.
Like a bright and shining star, you brighten our worship,
and restore our lives. Amen.

*PRAYER
Radiant God, light for all people and all places, by the guidance of a star
you led the Magi to worship the Christ Child. By the light of faith lead us
to worship you in peace and love, and guide us in your way.
We pray in the name of Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

*HYMN #157 Brightest and Best”

CALL TO CONFESSION
Every week, as we worship together, we have the opportunity to admit to ourselves,
to each other, and to God that we do not always live as we are called. In this time
of confession, this time of opening our hearts, let us remember that God
is merciful and just, eager to offer grace and love. Let us confess silently.

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Friends, hear this good news and see the grace of God:

You are forgiven. You are free to go and live in the light of love.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

ANTHEM
“Shine, Jesus Shine”
by G. Kendrick. Arr. M. Hayes
Senior Choir



TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
(This week’s light source)

SCRIPTURES
Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For

darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise

upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 'Nations shall come to your light, and

kings to the brightness of your dawn. “Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall
be carried on their nurses’ arms. *Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill

and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the

nations shall come to you. °A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of

Midian and Ephabh,; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense and shall proclaim the praises of the LORD.

Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” "When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; ‘and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: ®“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
Israel.”” "Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. “Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.” "When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. ''On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. '*And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

SERMON



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH #8383
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and heart,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ
The only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heave and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*CELEBRATION OF OUR GIFTS

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE #163 “Many are the Lightbeams”
Many are the light-beams from the one light.
Our one light is Jesus.
Many are the light-beams from the one light; we are one in Christ.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May these gifts be the light needed to retore your world, O God.
May we continue to use its brilliance to seek out injustice,
oppression and need. today and every day. Amen.



SERVICE OF COMMUNION

(All are welcome around the table of Remembrance.
We use gluten free bread and grape juice.)

UNISON INVITATION TO THE TABLE
We remind one another: Jesus welcomes everyone at this table. No one is turned
away. If you seek God’s presence, come and eat. If you are hungry for this spiritual
food, come and eat. If you have questions and doubts, come and eat. If you feel
unworthy, come and eat. This table is spread for all of us that we each might
experience God’s abundant and unconditional love.

Since his birth, with the visit of the wise ones, strangers from the East, Jesus was not
content to limit his welcome and message to his own people. Jesus was one who reached
across human borders and boundaries, seeing in everyone a common heritage
as a child of God. Whether it was magi from the East, or a woman from Samaria,
or a leper from a nearby leper colony, Jesus welcomed them all.

So, remembering Jesus and his open-hearted welcome, let us pray.

COMMUNION PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER
God of all blessings, we give you thanks and praise for Jesus the Light of the World,
the light that no darkness can overpower; we thank you that you have
called us from darkness to walk in the light;

We thank you for the insight of the wise men, who by their gifts showed us that all
life is a gift; with them, the angels and archangels and all who live in the light.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

THE SERAPHIC HYMN, No. 795
Holy, Holy, Holy, God of the heavenly host;
Heaven and earth are full, are full of the Majesty of your glory,
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!
Blessed the one who comes in the name of our God,
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

We give you thanks, O God, for the mighty sweep of your love, that embraces all people

and all nations. We thank you that you sent Jesus our teacher to us, who showed us the
way to new life — a new life of love that gathers all our diversity together in the one body

in Christ. Bless this meal that we will share together today. As this broken bread was
once scattered grain on a hillside, and then when gathered, became one loaf, so may we
be brought together to make something wonderful. As this cup of the new covenant was
poured out so that all might share in the signs of new life, so may our lives be poured out

in compassion for our brothers and sisters everywhere.
For it is in the way of Jesus we pray. Amen.

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS
(Please come forward as Usher directs you. We will form a semicircle around The Altar.
You will be served the bread, then the cup. After we commune, pastor will offer a benediction.
You will return to your seat using the outside aisle, placing your cups in tray provide.)

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
God of Light, thank you for nourishing and illuminating

us around the table of your Son.

May we be beacons of love and justice in a darkened world,

shining your light on the poor and needy,
the victims of oppression and violence,
and all living in dark places in need of your light.
Continue to lead us to places you wish us to journey. Amen.

HYMN #154  “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

*FINAL BLESSING
May the Lord bless you with all good and keep you from all evil;
May God give light to our hearts with loving wisdom,
and be gracious unto us with eternal knowledge

May the Holy One shower loving countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.

*POSTLUDE
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Elements from today’s worship have been adapted from the following resources:
Shine on, Star of Bethlehem. Compiled by Geoffrey Duncan. The Pilgrim Press. Cleveland. 2002.
Portions of the Communion Liturgy came from: Rev. Amy Pitton within the Worship Well:

A ministry of the Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ.



PRELUDE: We Three Kings. Tune by John H. Hopkins, Jr. Arranged by Lloyd Larson. ©2003 by
Alred Publishing Co., Inc.
HYMNS: Brightest & Best. Text by Reginald Heber. Tune by James P. Harding. Music adaptation

©1992 The Pilgrim Press

Go Tell it on the Mountain. An African-American Spiritual.

ANTHEM: Shine, Jesus Shine. Words and Music by Graham Kendrick. Arranged by Mark Hayes.
©1987 Make Way Music, Ltd. Sole selling Agent Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.

Used with permission to Livestream using CCLI copyright license 11235337 and CCLI Streaming

License 20822520.
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONELICENSE with

License # A-712060

Genevieve Shaffer’s new address: Sarah A. Todd Memorial Home, 1000 W. South Street,
Room 42A, Carlisle, PA 17013

Our continued Prayers support. 1/4/26

Jeff Baum, Brayden Beamer, Don Blevins, Ashur Bowley, Tom Busche, Shirley Carlson,

Kathy Ciolino, Sue Cline, Sonny Coble, Deb Crawford, Bill & Dee Duffy, Linda & Harold

Heller (Sara Shank’s parents), Harry Hilbert, John Harrison Hoffman, Evelyn Kretz,
MacKenzie Kretz, Josh Langley, Christopher Little, Bob Miller, Kathy Murphy, Lenore O’Rourke,
Brian Parker, Jerry & Pam Poland, Jo Ruse, Fischer Samuelson, Genevieve Shaffer, Ethan Shank, Betsy
Dane Smith & Dusty Smith, Brea Thomas, Mary Timmins, Jessica Tonnis, Elizabeth & Sandy Topper,
Mckenna Voss, and Teeyara Jo Weiant. Please call the office to be removed from the list.

DRIVERS NEEDED; If you are already on the Care Team or would like to volunteer for providing
transportation for members in need, please contact Deb in the office 717-334-7266. We are composing

a new list of drivers to be handed out upon request.

FLOWER CHART 2026: The chart is posted in the Gathering Area. Fresh flowers on the Altar are
always a welcoming sight. There are many open Sundays for you to choose from to dedicate your
flowers In Memory Of or to Honor that special someone or event.

A BLESSING ROOM: With the loss of our Blessing Box, we have not been able to help the needy and
homeless of our community with personal care products. The Social Concerns Committee would like to
offer help again, by using our Gathering Area, once a month, as a “Blessing Room.” We can again
provide personal care products to the community. The “room” would be open for a few hours on
regularly scheduled days, stocked with as much as we can offer of the following: Body wipes and Soaps:
Oral care products (toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, mouthwash); Deodorants; Feminine care
products; Skin Lotions for hands and body; Razors and shaving cream; Hair care products (Shampoo,
brushes, combs); Socks, mittens and underwear; Bandages and bacterial ointments for small cuts;
Vaseline and Lip Gloss. The committee will select a day and times when the “Blessing Room” will be
open. Please look for the box in the Gathering Area for your donations. Thank you for helping our
neighbors who are having trouble making their available money stretch beyond food. Social Concerns

Committee Members




Attendance 12/24: 3:00pm 34; 8:00pm 77; One-line: 598; TOTAL: 709
Attendance 12/28: 10:30am 60; On-Line: 77; Total: 137

Financial Report: 12/28:

Envelope Offering Needed: $190,684.00  Envelope Offering Received: $176,971.77
Property Fund Needed: $19,634.00 Property Fund Received: $10,015.00

My apologies for last weeks envelope figures. It should have been $172,614.77. I used the wrong

numbers to get the final amount.

TODAY, 1/4: Communion
12:30pm-4:30pm MDANA — Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY, 1/7:  5:30pm Dinner Church - Fellowship Hall - A monthly gathering where all
the most important things happen at the table. No reservations needed. Just show up with food to share!
7:00pm Choir — Sanctuary
THURSDAY, 1/8: 2:00pm—4:00pm World War I Rest & Recreation Church Tour
NEXT SUNDAY 1/11: Andrew Bayer, Guest Pastor
Confirmation Class following 10:30am worship

Worship Participants

Rev. Dr. Frederick A. Young Pastor

Jane Malone &8:00am Ann Harvey 10:30am Liturgists

Sara Shank Organist/Choir Director
Mark Luckenbaugh Percussionist

Alison & Joe Lysitt 10:30am Greeters

Sonny Coble 8:00am Suhua Dong 10:30am Usher

Buck Harvey 10:30am Acolyte

Georgia Hollabaugh, Kara Young, Russell Bailey, Tech Team

Carl Barrick, Suhua Dong, Stacey Rushwald, George Steckert, Ruth Krietz,
Terry Krietz, Garrison Redding, Nina Redding, Cindy Kidd, Bette Bunce, Chris Swinn.



EPIPHANY
157 Brightest and Best

Reginald Heber, 1811; alt.

1.  Bright-est and best of the stars of the morn-ing,
dawn on our mid-night and lend us your aid.
Star of the East the ho-ri-zon a-dorn-ing,
guide where our in-fant Re-deem-er is laid.

2. Cold on the cra-dle the dew-drops are shin-ing,
God’s ho-ly Child with the beasts of the stall;
An-gels a-dore while this ba-by lies sleep-ing,
Mak-er and Mon-arch and Sav-ior of all.

3. Shall we not of-fer our cost-ly de-vo-tion,
fra-grance of E-dom and of-ferings di-vine,
Gems of the moun-tain and pearls of the o-cean,
myrrh from the for-est or gold from the mine?

4.  Vain-ly we of-fer each am-ple ob-la-tion,
vain-ly with gifts would we fa-vor se-cure;
Rich-er by far is the heart’s ad-o-ra-tion,
dear-er to God are the prayers of the poor.

Matt. 2:9-11; Luke 2:10-14

19 Copyrighted material may not be reproduced. See copyright notices.



EPIPHANY
Go Tell It on the Mountain 154

African-American spiritual
Arr. John W. Work 11, 1907

Refrain.
Go tell it on the moun-tain, o-ver the hill and ev-ery-where.
Go tell it on the moun-tain, that Je-sus Christ is born!

1.  While shep-herds kept their watch-ing o’er si-lent flocks by night,
Be-hold through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho-ly light.

Refrain:

2. The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when lo! a-bove the earth
Rang out the an-gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.

Refrain:

3.  Down in a low-ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born,
And God sent us sal-va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Refrain:

Luke 2:8-20; Isa. 18:3; 52:7
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